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In-Person Worship Resumes
RSVP via Signup Genius!
February 7th, St. Stephen will once again open the doors to conduct in-person worship! Our
9:00 am Sunday Service will be open to 25 people. (This number INCLUDES the Pastor, Worship
Assistant, and any musicians - so ALL persons planning to be present in the building MUST RSVP.)
The Sign-Up Genius link will be sent out on Saturdays with the Worship Materials. *Zoom Services
will still continue.
All COVID safety measures will be required while in the building. This includes: wearing a mask
at all times, taking a temperature, signing-in (and providing a phone number to call incase of
COVID contact) and using hand sanitizer after entering the building. (If you cannot put on hand
sanitizer due to an allergy or other matter, then you will need to wash your hands upon arrival.)
There will also be no singing, and no speaking aloud during worship, as these can be "Super
Spreader Events". We are so excited to see everyone back, and will do so while keeping us all as safe
as possible. If you have any questions, please let either the office staff or Pastor know. See you
soon!

LENT AS A
TIME FOR
PRAYER
But when you pray, go to
your inner room, close the
door, and pray to your Father
in secret. And your Father
who sees in secret will repay
you. Matthew 6:6

ASH WEDNESDAY
February 17th
Worship for Ash Wednesday will be on Wednesday, February
17th at 7:00 PM. Please stay tuned for more information. The
imposition of ashes will be available, but the method of delivery
of ashes may change due to COVID guidelines. There will be an
opportunity for a drive-thru imposition of ashes, and the service
will be held via Zoom. If it is safe to hold in-person service, you
will be informed. Please keep an eye out for emails and the midmonth newsletter for additional information.

Lent offers us all a very special
opportunity to grow in our
relationship with God and to
deepen our commitment to a way
of life, rooted in our baptism. In
our busy world, Lent provides us
with an opportunity to reflect
upon our patterns, to pray more
deeply, experience sorrow for
what we've done and failed to do,
and to be generous to those in
need.
While our typical Lenten
prayer guides are unavailable
(sold out due to the pandemic),
the ELCA website has tools and
prayer guides available for free.
Simply search ELCA Lent year B,
or go to the ELCA.org site, click
on Resources and Worship, and
scroll to find Year B Lent. The
daily prayers and refelctions are
available for printing.

Lent provides
us with an
opportunity...
to pray more
deeply
Lent, like much of what we have
experienced this past year,
focuses on overcoming
challenges, and connecting with
God through many and different
ways. We hope this prayer guide
will help. Have a Holy Lenten
Season.
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2021 Annual
Meeting
RESULTS FROM THE JAN. 24TH MEETING

A BRIEF
OVERVIEW

Your 2021
Council

The congregation of St. Stephen met on January 24th,
2021, to discuss the previous year as well as the
expectations of the year ahead. Detailed results will
be available for review in the future. However, a brief
synopsis is below.
The Council elected is listed on the right. Council
members voted in this year are: Dan Hanrahan (3
year term), Gwen Pearson (3 year term), Vicky Hill (3
year term), and Cynthia Olson (1 year term). This
council will be installed later in February.
Sharon Gregory and Donal Barlow will be the
voting lay-members at the 2021 Synod Assembly this
summer. Sharon Gregory and Donal Barlow are also
on the nominating committee.
The spending plan, as presented by Vicky Hill
passed by a vote of 33 to 1.
Thank you to all who helped make this Annual
Meeting happen. Thank you to the voting members of
the parish. Thank you to those that submitted,
organized, and proof read reports. Thank you to the
tech team that ran slides and the Zoom meeting.
Thank you to Pastor Mark for shepherding us through
this time. Thank you, and happy 2021!

JOHN COOK
DAVID MCALONAN
LINDA ANDERSON
VICKY HILL
LORI FLADE
KELSEY PLAGGE
DAN HANRAHAN
GWEN PEARSON
CYNTHIA OLSON

We Need Your
Help
Written by Ardy Lange

Our fellow sister in Christ, Roberta, is seeking to rent a home or apartment for herself
and 3 children (2 teenage daughters and an adult son); the home would need to
have 3 bedrooms and must be wheelchair accessible (few stair steps, wider
doorways); they have housing assistance and can afford to pay $1000 out of pocket.
Currently, the 3 children are staying in a motel room for $50 per night. If anyone
knows of someone who could help with either their temporary situation (need 2
beds for less than $50 per night) or knows of a rental for this family of 4, please let
Ardy or Vicky know of any leads you may have.
Roberta is challenged with MS; Casey, the oldest, works 2 jobs and is the only driver
of the family vehicle; Sharon and Riley are honor students in high school.
If you are able to help financially, please send your designated donation to the
church, and Vicky will keep that separate to help them with expenses.

COVID CORNER
INFO YOU NEED TO KNOW
VACCINE UPDATE
by Carol Frazier
If you have not done so already, please register at
the

IL

Dept.

of

Public

allvax.lakecohealth.org

or

Health
call

the

website
Lake

at

County

Health Dept. at 847-377-8000. They will notify you
when you are eligible to make an appointment to
receive the vaccine at one of many locations. This

VACCINE
REGISTRATION

may

by Gloria Stevens
for
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vaccine?

People over 65 are eligible
now, but we still have 1st
responders

and

essential

workers to get them first. Go
to

Allvax,

complete
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they

your

will

ask

about your health. They may
or may not let you schedule
an
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now.

Lisa

Berg got hers, but she is a
healthcare worker. Many of
you that are older and with
health

issues

may

get

in

quicker too. Those in WI can
try

Kenosha

County:

some

have also been able to get
their vaccines, and they will
let IL and WI register. As far
as I know, pharmacies don't
have

the

Walgreens

vaccine
was

reservations,

not

yet.
taking

Meijer's

in

Round Lake lets you register
there. We still have waiting to
do,

but

register

be

sure

for

the

you

do

vaccine--

that is the only way we will
get rid of this virus! Continue
precautions

even

are vaccinated.

several

months

due

to

the

limited

need to do this to protect ourselves and our loved

Did you register with Lake
County

take

availability of the vaccine, but have patience! We

after

you

ones. Please do check with your physician if you
have any concerns about vaccination. Vaccination
against COVID is the only way we will get our lives
back.
You may be asking what is mRNA or messenger RNA
which is the primary component of both the Pfizer
and Moderna COVID vaccines? Messenger RNA is a
naturally occurring substance in the body that tells
proteins which cells to make. In 1990 a scientist at
University of Pennsylvania discovered a way to
make synthetic mRNA. However it took until 2005
to find a way for this synthetic mRNA to be
modified, so that the body could use it to make
specific cells. Specifically, in the 2 COVID vaccines,
mRNA carries the information which cells use to
produce an immune response. Both Pfizer and
Moderna licensed the mRNA technology from the
scientists who initially discovered it. These are the
only 2 COVID vaccines using mRNA. There are
approximately 20 other pharmaceutical companies
that have large phase 3 clinical trials with COVID
vaccines in progress.

If you would like to delve

deeper into COVID vaccine development, check out
the COVID-19 Vaccine tracker at nytimes.com
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The Christian Wellness Minsitry

CALL KARI POHAR—847-740-6708

Pastor Hours:
Pr. Mark
Sundberg
Hello, I am the interim pastor for St. Stephen. I am
engaged half-time here. I will be at the church on
Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 10am until 3pm. On the
second Monday of the month, I will be working the same
hours, 10am - 3pm instead of Tuesday for that week. I am
available at all times for urgent matters by phone (224659-0091). I will *not* be returning emails, however, on
Mondays, Thursdays, and Fridays. Please call or text me if
you need me on those days. Saturdays I will be preparing
for Sundays - working from home. I will, of course, be
working more than office hours, working from home in
Lake Zurich. Thank you!

@saintstephenofantiochil

@saintstephenofantioch

ststephenofantioch@gmail.com

www.saintstephenofantioch.org

